MR. HUBERMAN'S CONCERT.

Beethoven's and Mendelssohn's Violin Concertos were given at Queen's
Hall last night, separated by Brahms's First Symphony. Mr. Huberman's playing
is a familiar pleasure, and he has not often pleased his audience more than he did
last night. He has a fascinating way of rounding off an exacting passage as if there
was nothing much in it after all, which, combined with great technical skill and an
excellent intonation, made Beethoven's Concerto, and more especially the first
two movements, and of those more particularly the second, into absorbing music.

An unfamiliar pleasure, or rather a most exciting surprise, was the
conducting of Mr. Carl Schuricht of the Imperial Orchestra, Wiesbaden, and the
Ruchl Choir, Frankfort-am-Main. It was clear even in the Concerto that we had
no ordinary musician before us, but we were not prepared for the surprises of the
Symphony. There was none of the abashed reverence with which Brahms's work
is frequently handled. The tempo of every page, almost every bar, was considered
open to question, and the answer was magnificently assured and always
convincing. There is space to mention only a few details: the good round pace of
the beginning, the restlessness crescendoed up to the re-entry of the subject, the
pulsing life of the slow movement, and the splendid last movement. The
introduction was brilliantly effective, a furious pizzicato of the strings and a fierce,
almost cruel, entry of the horns subsiding into the roll of the underdrum until the
rising theme is stated on the flutes. After the first statement of the theme the horn
is heard from the distance. It was a fine effect, justified by its use in the end. The
final was a considerable test to conductor and men, but Schuricht was equal to the
occasion, and the players rose nobly to their work. The interpretation was
thoroughly alive and interesting, and Schuricht knew personally every instrument
in the orchestra.

We much hope to have such pleasure again, and soon. (Original image)
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