MUSIC IN HOLLAND

THE HAGUE ORCHESTRA

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

SCHEVENINGEN, AUG. 24

Scheveningen, the seaside town a couple of miles from The Hague, has added to the natural
attractions of its brisk air and excellent bathing and to the usual entertainments of a holiday
resort the lure of good music. During the three months’ season about seven concerts, as well
as occasional operatic and dramatic entertainments, have been given in each week. We have
taken during the past three days a sample of these concerts at which the Residentz Orchestra
of The Hague has played under the direction of M. Ignaz Neumark and Mr. Martin Spanjaard.
The programmes have been popular in the sense that the hall, which holds about 2,000 persons,
has been filled, but that they have been the reverse of trivial will be evident from the fact that
the greatest attraction appeared to be the Fourth Symphony of Brahms and that the other
works performed included Overtures by Weber and Wagner, Symphonic Poems by Liszt and
Tchaikovsky, and Concertos by Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin, and Saint-Saéns.

This sample was not in some ways typical of the season as a whole, which has included many
works by modern composers as well as a great part of the classical repertory, for the energies
of the orchestra and its conductor-in-chief, Herr Carl Schuricht, are at the moment mainly
occupied in preparing for the performances of Mozart’s Le Nozze de Figaro on Thursday and
Friday evenings. But, although there have been occasional signs of insufficient rehearsal, the
playing of the orchestra generally has been of a high order. The discipline and tone of the
string-consort is particularly good. It is at once lively and solid. The wind band is also excellent
in detail and well-balanced as a whole.

The soloists were Mr. Arthur Rubinstein, whose qualities as a pianist are too well known to
the English public to call for comment, Mr. Nathan Milstein, who gave a brilliant performance
of Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto, and two young native pianists, Miss Fanja Chapiro and Mr.
Wolfgang Wijdveld. Miss Chapiro, a fifteen-year old girl from Surabaya, played Chopin’s
Concerto in F minor brilliantly and with complete sang-froid. Mr. Wijdveld, a more mature
artist, gave a performance of Beethoven’s First Concerto in C that was admirably clear in detail
and attractively fresh in outlook. It needed only a greater concentration of feeling to make it

first-rate.  (Original image)
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